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COLLEGE GRADUATES
TAKE CAREER FIRST STEPS

Facebook Posts

Graduating seniors reflect on the college squash experience

and Freddy now handles purchasing and
merchandising at US Squash.
For the first time, CitySquash is
also thrilled to have alumni join its
full-time staff. Through the AmeriCorps
VISTA Program, Rochell is now CitySquash’s
Volunteer Coordinator before heading off
to nursing school next year. Tanesha
This past year, we proudly celebrated the
Jackson, the first team member to ever
graduations of Bogar Avila from Bronx Community go off to boarding school and a graduate
College, Diana Edwards from Wesleyan University, of Wesleyan University, is helping
Freddy Hernandez from Franklin & Marshall,
students follow in her footsteps
Rochell Hudson from the University of Buffalo,
as CitySquash’s new Director
Katrina Intal from Mt. Holyoke College, and Jesse
of Placement.
Pacheco from Cornell University. For all, the
Meanwhile, current
milestone represented the culmination of an eleven college students completed 23
year journey through the CitySquash program.
different internships this
Our recent college graduates have made great
summer including positions
use of CitySquash’s career support program, which
at the accounting firm Citrin
assists our high school, college, and alumni students Cooperman, the corporate
with exploring career choices, résumé and cover
offices of Fresh Direct,
letter writing, networking, interview prep and
Republic Clothing Group,
more. Over the past few months, CitySquash alumni All Med Health, El Museo del
have found employment in a variety of fields.
Barrio and urban squash
Diana and Jose Alvarez were selected for the
programs in Detroit and
prestigious KIPP Teaching Fellowship and are now
Baltimore. Special thanks
working in schools in Harlem. Katrina is teaching
go to our CitySquash
English abroad in Madrid, Bogar is an auto
Junior Board and other
Katrina Intal, a member of the second
mechanic in White Plains, and Jesse is now based
supporters who have
CitySquash class, at her Mt. Hoyloke
in San Francisco working as a Sales and Market
volunteered their time to
graduation in May.
Development Representative at Oracle. Staying
assist our team members in
closer to the squash world, Edgardo Gonzalez is the taking the first big steps in
Squash Director for Teams 6 and 7 at StreetSquash,
their careers.

Six more college
graduates have
joined the ranks of
CitySquash alumni.

BASH BREAKS ANOTHER
RECORD AND $1 MILLION!
Thanks to the generosity of CitySquash supporters,
this year’s Bash raised $1.15 million.

CitySquashers and exhibition
pros pose at The Bash.

On May 29th, over 600 CitySquash supporters
gathered at the University Club in New York
for a night of squash exhibitions, auctions, and
celebration. The evening began with doubles
and singles matches, showcasing standouts like
Amanda Sobhy and a pair of former world #1
players in Thierry Lincou and Peter Nicol. The live
and silent auctions featured a wide array of items
ranging from a Wimbledon VIP Experience, 2015
Masters Practice Round tickets, and an autographed
Derek Jeter jersey.
The highlight of the evening
was the honoring of outgoing
CitySquash founding Executive
Director Tim Wyant with the
surprise announcement of a
squash scholarship fund in his
name. The keynote speech,
delivered by graduating senior
Katrina Intal, captured the

spirit of the evening: “As I smiled dressed in my
cap and gown at Mount Holyoke two weeks ago, I
thought about how Tim has been to my 8th grade,
high school, and college graduations. He has
been there not as a teacher, not as an Executive
Director, but as a member of my family. Tonight, I
feel honored to be able to thank Tim for all that he
has done for me, my teammates, our families, and
for CitySquash.” We are grateful for Tim’s 12
years of leadership and for all our supporters
and friends who made the night a success.

Tim Wyant reacts to the surprise
announcement of a squash
scholarship fund in his name.

Jessenia Pacheco
March 1
I cant believe it’s over. Thank you to those who have supported
me throughout my career and to everyone who has made
this experience possible. It was a journey filled with unforgettable
memories and with an amazing squash family. Best four years
I could have asked for and I wouldn’t have had it any other way.
Cornell Squash Always.

Freddy G. Hernandez
February 21
This is the end to my collegiate squash career and words really
can’t express how humble and grateful I am to be a part of the
DipSquash family. This family has given me the opportunity to
not only grow as a squash player, but as a person and I can’t thank
them enough for that. This four year journey has been filled with
unbelievable experiences and memories that I will cherish for the
rest of my life. Through this process I’ve gotten the chance to meet
some great people that have really influenced my life. No matter
what, we’ve always been there to support each other, on and off
the court, and I believe that’s important when it comes to being a
successful team. Although we didn’t win the cup, we still had an
amazing season where we were able to push each other to become
better players and competitors, and as a result, we ended up as the
4th best squash team in the nation. But our success is not only
measured by how many matches we won and where we finished
in the nation, it’s also measured by efforts that were put into creating
this family. I wouldn’t change this team for any other team. Thank you
for this unreal journey and for the constant support. Time to
celebrate! #Dipsquash #woof

BROOKLYN

HERE WE COME

For the past 12 years, CitySquash has called
the Bronx home. In the next few months, the
program will expand to another borough and
community: Brooklyn. Thanks to a partnership
with the Poly Prep Country Day School,
CitySquash Brooklyn will recruit roughly 30
fourth and fifth grade team members from PS/IS
163: Bath Beach and PAVE Academy in Red Hook.
The program, like its Bronx counterpart, will be
an intensive mix of squash instruction, academic
tutoring and enrichment, community service,
cultural outings, and mentoring. Within four
years, we anticipate this expansion to increase
CitySquash’s overall enrollment by at least 50%.
Peter Feldman, who has served the past three
years as CitySquash’s Director of College Prep
and Academic Chair, will be leading the Brooklyn
initiative as Program Director.
Ben Oliner, the Assistant Athletics Director at
Poly Prep, summed up the school’s enthusiasm in
the following statement: “On behalf of Poly Prep’s
Headmaster, David Harman and all of the Poly
Administration, Meredeth Quick and I are thrilled
to be starting this partnership and alliance with
CitySquash Brooklyn in our new Poly Prep Squash
Center that will feature nine squash courts. This
relationship will greatly influence our Poly
Prep students and offer them the opportunity

to participate in
meaningful community
service, friendship,
and squash playing
opportunities and continue
to help us serve our academic
mission of building character in
our students. Both Meredeth and I are very familiar
with CitySquash and its success in the Bronx and,
as Brooklyn residents, are very excited to be in
a position to work with the organization on
expanding its operations and serving as the host
site for its first group of Brooklyn students. We
cannot wait to meet the CitySquash Brooklyn team
and believe that this alliance will serve as a great
model for all of our school based Athletics and
Co-Curricular programs to follow in the years
to come!”
The expansion to Brooklyn is the result of the
generosity and efforts of many people, including,
but not limited to: CitySquash Board Member Doug
Douglass, the Poly Prep administration and staff,
Maryann Wasmuth at PS/IS 163, Spencer Robertson
at PAVE Academy, and CitySquash’s new
Brooklyn Board.
Look for more updates on the program as the
year moves on!
Above A rendering
of the new Poly
Prep Athletic Facility,
future home to
CitySquash Brooklyn.
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Memories From Camp
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During the last week of August, 71
CitySquash team members and the entire
staff ventured to Lake Placid, New York
for a four-day retreat at the Julian Reiss
Foundation’s Camp Monserrate and Camp
Holy Child. The retreat was an opportunity
for team members to experience the
outdoors and bond before the busy season
ahead. As part of the activities, CitySquashers were divided into teams and competed
in capture the flag, kickball, basketball, and
soccer. The evenings were enjoyed by the
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On her
parents’
sacrifices

FRESHMAN AT FRANKLIN & MARSHALL

FRESHMAN AT HOBART & WILLIAM SMITH

As a child, I loved playing sports. I was the type of kid that was full
of energy and excitement. For me, getting on court kept me active and
content. When things were unstable at home, the only way I could
clear my head was by playing squash. Back then and even today, when
I am on court I feel mentally liberated and unrestrained. Realizing
that I was finally in control of something in my life made me feel
self-confident. Feeling self-confident and self-assured enabled me to
realize that I have the ability to accomplish anything with hard work.

Selling flowers didn’t just teach me how to earn extra money, it also
taught me about pride and love. My parents were proud of the work
they did, and even though it was probably not seen as significant,
they always gave 100 percent. They are proud of the sacrifice because
their labor will one day give their children a chance to have a good
and safe life. They work six or seven days a week at jobs below their
intelligence levels to support and open doors for their children. That
is my definition of love.

LUIGI
PASQUARIELLO

TYLA
MCKENZIE

On his father,
describing a person
he admires and who
has influenced him

On her
adventurous
nature

9TH GRADE AT BLAIR ACADEMY

9TH GRADE AT THE BROOKS SCHOOL

My dad’s family found themselves in a tiny apartment and my dad
had to share all of his belongings, including his bed, with his other
brothers and sisters. He didn’t speak any English so he was picked on
in school. He worked hard to learn English so that he could get a
better education and make new friends. He also started getting small
jobs to help his family pay for food, rent, and clothes. He helped
his younger brothers learn English so they could also get a better
education and helped his mom through the difficult transition.
I am very proud of my dad for not giving up and helping his family
make it in a new country.

Being adventurous has pushed me to try new things. For example,
when I was in the 6th grade I decided to try out for CitySquash even
though I was worried that I might not make the team. Joining the
urban squash community has given me a new voice. I am more
outspoken than I used to be and have the courage to stand up for
myself and others because I have learned how to be a leader. Through
CitySquash, I have also gotten a lot of opportunities that would
otherwise not be possible. I have visited Washington DC, played
with pro squash players in Philadelphia, discovered my passion for
squash and dance, and worked hard to have the chance to apply to
boarding school.

STUDENT SPOTLIGHTS

JUAN SANTOS

GISELLE CIRIACO

MAURY ESCALONA

He was the 2014 middle
school captain and
now a member of the
high school team.

She is a member of the
5th grade team who works
hard in the classroom,
on the squash court, and
on the soccer field.

He is on the 6th grade
team and the younger
brother of CitySquash team
member Cristian Escalona.

AGE
10
AGE 10

• Years in CitySquash 3 • Favorite subject Music • Favorite
books Fist Stick Knife Gun, If I Grow Up, The Outsiders, and
The Maze Runner • Favorite food Ice cream, fried Oreo pancakes,
and Chinese food • Hobbies Writing music, playing sports,
exercising, taking naps, and making my own movies • Would love
to travel to The moon so that I can see how the Earth looks from
a distance. Also, I think it would be a peaceful and inspiring place.
• Wants to be A rapper, football player, or an astronomer • Role
model Tupac Shakur • Academic achievement 90/90 Club
2014, Winner of the Urban Individuals U15 Academic Contest 2014,
Marty Silverman Award for Diligence 2014, Academic Excellence
2013 • Squash achievement Third place in the Urban Teams U15
tournament • Life goal “Achieve my dreams, help people in the
world, change kids’ minds about their generation, and show people
that you have to respect yourself in order for others to respect you.”

• Favorite subject Math • Favorite books Stone Fox &
I Survived the Japanese Tsunami • Favorite hobbies Soccer,
Squash, and playing with my friends • Favorite food Broccoli
• Favorite animal Eagle • Would like to travel to Pennsylvania
• Wants to be A pro squash player and a pro soccer player
• Hero Thomas Muller, German soccer player • Academic
achievement CitySquash Elementary School Academic
Excellence Award; three time Student of the Month at PS 205
• Squash achievement CitySquash Player of the Month
• Life goal “To score the winning goal at the World Cup.”

AGE
10

Jesse Pacheco captained her Cornell team to
a 6th place finish nationally, and she was named
All-American for the second consecutive year.
Trinity sophomore Katiria Sanchez helped the
Bantams to their first national championship since
2003, and Chris Fernandez and Kingsley Amoako
pushed their St. Lawrence team to a best-ever fifth
place finish at Nationals. Our Bates students also

had successful seasons as freshman Darrius
Campbell was named to the All-NESCAC team and
junior Myriam Kelly received her third consecutive
All-NESCAC selection.
Our younger team members also excelled.
Our BU13 team was victorious in their division
at the Urban Team Nationals, and over the summer
Andreina Benedith, Alexander Lorenzo, Tyla
McKenzie, and William Pantle won their respective
divisions at Urban Individual Nationals. One of our
8th grade team members, Hugo Barroso, finished last
season ranked #16 nationally for the BU13 division,
and Tyla was awarded US Squash’s Most Improved
Player Award for climbing 73 ranking positions in the
GU15 division for the 2013–2014 season.

Mindy Djindjele

Eslin Silva

4th Grade

4th Grade

7th Grade

“One of my best memories was when
we went hiking. When I got to the top, I was
really grateful. The view was beautiful.”

“I really liked the part when Peter had
to do the ice bucket challenge on a cold
morning…The breakfast, lunch, and dinner
there was so good, even better than my
mom’s cooking!”

“My favorite memory was when we
hiked the mountain and made it to the top.”

11th Grade
“Being around my CitySquash family
at the campfire was the best thing ever.”

Above 7th grader Dainalee
Velez and her 4th grade sister,
Sachary, hang out at camp.

The BU13 Team celebrates an Urban National Title in
Philly (L to R): Coach Esteban Espinal, Brandon McKenzie,
Hugo Barroso, Axel Michaca, Dylan Ram, and Ali Mageraga.

Julian Willmore
12th Grade
“I loved the chance to stand in front of
the campfire, and talk to my teammates
and peers about the lessons I’ve learned
with CitySquash.”

Right The team poses for a
picture before meal time.

4th Grade
“We all played a lot of games but the most
important thing about the trip was being
with CitySquash and my friends.”

Right Perla Flores and Giselle
Cabrera take a break on the
day-long hike up Mt. McKenzie.

BOARDING SCHOOL
AND COLLEGE RANKS
GROW

MEASURING OUR IMPACT

CHILDREN IN THE
BRONX A
 RE
OVERWEIGHT
OR OBESE.

CitySquash had another strong placement year, securing admission
for all 11 of its applying students to boarding schools and colleges.
This fall, six more team members joined the
private high school ranks: Jayda Garcia is now at
Berkshire School in Sheffield, MA, Vanessa Lucero
is the first CitySquasher to attend Indian Mountain
School in Lakeville, CT, Tyla McKenzie is at Brooks
School in North Andover, MA, Eric Molina is the
third team member to enroll at St. George’s School
in Newport, RI, Luigi Pasquariello is the fourth
Bronx representative at Blair Academy in
Blairstown, NJ, and Sabrina Teope is the third
from our program to attend Episcopal High School
in Alexandria, VA. With this freshman class,
CitySquash has successfully placed 49 students
to selective high schools across the country.

Joshua Filpo

Top Right High schoolers Stacy
Maceda and Jose Fernandez of
Team Red pose with the Cabin
Cup trophy.

• Favorite subject Math • Favorite book The One and Only
Ivan • Favorite hobbies Swimming, soccer, and squash
• Favorite animal Lion • Would like to travel to Wyoming
and Seattle • Wants to be A police officer (that plays squash)
• Hero “My father because he finished his education.”
• Academic achievement Improved his math “Mad Minute”
score with CitySquash • Squash achievement Placed 4th in
CitySquash Elementary School Closed Championships;
Competed in the Urban Individual Nationals at Williams College
• Life goal “To graduate from college.” • Favorite CitySquash
trip “Robofun in Manhattan when I built lego robots.”

SQUASH ACCOMPLISHMENTS
It was a banner year
for our college students
as 16 CitySquashers
represented their college
teams this past season.

Sherlyn Puma

Jose Fernandez

Alexandra Boillot
Program Director, Bronx

December 18
MS 45

in Partnership
with U.S. Squash

On finding
comfort on the
squash court

Steven Sall

Lucas Frankel
Director of High School
Academics & College Prep

January 16–18
NYC

MARISELA
PALAFOX

Peer T. Pedersen Jr.

Peter Feldman
Program Director, Brooklyn

CitySquash
Talent Show

ANDREINA
BENEDITH

campfire where team members shared their
favorite memories and experiences from their
time in the program. The culminating experience
was an all-day hike to the summit of one of the
Adirondack high peaks, where CitySquashers
enjoyed breathtaking views atop Cascade,
Haystack, McKenzie, and Whiteface
mountains. Special thanks to the Reiss
Family for an amazing week! Below
are some team members’ favorite
memories from our time in the woods.

CitySquash has also sent another five high
school graduates off to college, bringing the total
number of CitySquashers placed in college to 38.
Helen Avila is now enrolled at Hunter College,
Andreina Benedith at Franklin & Marshall
College, Melissa Garcia at Hostos Community
College, and Jocelyn McKenzie and Marisela
Palafox at Hobart & William Smith Colleges.
Both Andreina and Jocelyn are suiting up for
their respective varsity squash teams this season.
We wish all of our students well in their new
homes and cannot wait to follow their adventures and successes!

CitySquash boarding school and college students (L to R): Jocelyn McKenzie, Esmeralda Mejia, Cristian Escalona,
Alexandra Limas, Billy Fleurima, Joana Pacheco, Jeremy Carrasquillo, Maria Serrano, Bryson Grant, Karina Lazaro,
Laura Polanco, Miguel Betances, Andreina Benedith, Darrius Campbell, and Mariela Mendoza.

OF LOW-INCOME
FIRST-GENERATION
COLLEGE STUDENTS
GRADUATE WITHIN
SIX YEARS.

OF STUDENTS AT THE
NATION’S MOST
SELECTIVE COLLEGES
COME FROM LOW-INCOME
HOUSEHOLDS.

CITYSQUASH TEAM M
 EMBERS
RECEIVE AT LEAST 5 TIMES MORE
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY T
 HAN THEIR
PUBLIC SCHOOL COUNTERPARTS.

OF CITYSQUASH
COLLEGE STUDENTS
GRADUATE WITHIN
SIX YEARS.

OF CITYSQUASH
COLLEGE S
 TUDENTS
ATTEND ONE OF
THE NATION’S MOST
SELECTIVE COLLEGES.
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Baset Chaudhry, Mentor Julian Illingworth
and Amanda Sobhy

Ben Oliner, Meredeth Quick, Mentor and Junior
Board Member Scott Sill and Mentor Lauren Chu

Board Member Doug Douglass, Board Member
Gerry Murray, Board Member Michael Luskin
and Scott Smith

Board Member Jeff Wiegand and Bob Osborne

Charlie Page, Board Member Palmer Page and
Advisory Board Member Liam Culman

CitySquash Alum Katrina Intal

CitySquash parents Amelia Lyman,
Rosa Vasquez and Yolanda Montalvo

CitySquasher Caleb Boateng

Honorary Board Member Anne Harrison,
Executive Director Terence Li and Board
President Kim Huchro

Jack Wyant, Board Member Tim Wyant and
Founder & Board Chair Sanford Schwartz

Mentor Joe McGeehin, CitySquasher Andreina
Benedith and Mentor and Junior Board
Member Lauren Coape-Arnold

Julia Lehrman, Mentor and Junior Board
Member Asher Hochberg and Mentor and
Junior Board Chair Elizabeth Vadasdi

FACES IN
THE BASH
CROWD.
Program Director Al Boillot, Board Member
Hilary Parkhurst and Mentor and Junior Board
Member Charlotte Steel

DENVER

CO
CA

SAN FRANCISCO

OUTDOOR CAMP

ACADEMIC CAMP

SQUASH CAMP

TYPES OF CAMPS

This summer, 65 CitySquashers
travelled across the country for
squash, academic, and outdoor
summer camps!

Robert Galluccio, CitySquasher Andrew
Cadienhead and Pat Cosquer

SUMMER TRAVEL MAP

P.O. Box 619
Fordham Station
Bronx, NY 10458

Junior Board Member Keith Merrill and Squash
Director Bryan Patterson

