A PUBLICATION
OF CITYSQUASH

THE
WINTER 2016

An Urban Youth Enrichment Program

ALUMNI SPREAD THEIR WINGS!
CitySquash has celebrated four
classes of college graduates, the
largest of which graduated this
past spring.
CitySquash’s ultimate goal has always been
to produce college graduates. Fifteen years into
the journey, we are especially proud of the
27 CitySquash team members who have walked
across the graduation stage and earned their
college diplomas. For most, they are the first
in their families to do so. In total, 98% of
CitySquash’s high school graduates have gone on
to college, and all have graduated or are on track
to graduate within six years.
We are not only proud of their academic
achievements but also of their professional
success and the paths that they have chosen
to pursue. To date, 94% of CitySquashers have
become gainfully employed within six months
of college graduation and our
graduates can now be
found literally
around the
world in fields
that include
education,
finance,
technology, and
healthcare.
Over onethird of our
graduates have

pursued opportunities in education and six have
been compelled to return to work at urban squash
organizations. Edgardo Gonzalez and Katiria
Sanchez are on the squash staff at StreetSquash
Harlem, Seetreeon Torres is at MetroSquash in
Chicago, Santiago Moran is based in Houston at
Mission Squash, and Chris Fernandez and Lanique
Rhyne are the Director of Squash and Volunteer
Coordinator at CitySquash, respectively.
Five CitySquash students have pursued
graduate studies. Diana Edwards and Jose Alvarez
became the first CitySquashers to earn Master’s
Degrees when they graduated from the Relay
Graduate School of Education earlier this fall. Jose is
a 4th grade math teacher at Harlem Children’s Zone
and Diana is a 7th grade history teacher at KIPP
NYC. Nina Kelly is pursuing a graduate degree
in Innovation and Organization of Culture and
the Arts at the University of Bologna in Italy, and
Rochell Hudson and Krista Lancione are
earning their professional nursing degrees at
Utica College and NYU, respectively.
CitySquashers in the business sector
include Manuela Perez, who after graduating
from Barnard College this spring joined the
analyst class at Morgan Stanley. In reflecting
on her transition to the professional world,
she shared that, “I felt as though my job search
was relatively easy to navigate because of all
the resources that CitySquash was always able
to provide. They organized events that made
me aware of basic things like what to wear and
email etiquette, and more nuanced skills like
becoming an effective networker and interviewer.

My teammates and I would go to CitySquash for
advice because at the end of the day the staff and
people associated with the organization really care
about where you end up and that you are happy.”
Thank you to all who have played a role
making the successes of our alumni possible. We
look forward to watching them continue to excel
in the years to come!

THE MENTOR
MATCH

SEASON
OF SUCCESS

CitySquash has benefitted from
the help of over 300 mentors!

CitySquashers won 21 team
and individual titles last year!

Mentoring has been one of the most
crucial support structures available to each
team member at CitySquash. Starting in
the 5th grade, each team member is
matched in a one-to-one relationship
with a role model from the CitySquash
community. Often young NYC-based
professionals, mentors provide valuable
support and guidance to our team
members and their families.
CitySquash helps to facilitate
meaningful and fun interactions between
mentors and mentees by organizing a series of
events throughout the year—from ice skating
in Central Park, to touring the Met, to taking
in a Yankees game, and more! While it is just
a one-year commitment to become a mentor,
many have provided long-term support that
has lasted over 10 years. In some cases, mentors
have literally followed their mentees from
their first days in the CitySquash program, to
their high school and even college graduations.
CitySquashers have benefitted from the help of
over 300 mentors over the years, and many more
mentors are now being
recruited to help with

CitySquash had another outstanding year
on the squash courts. Our Bronx and Brooklyn
team members collectively traveled to 34
tournaments during the season, bringing home
21 team and individual titles. Our BU13 and
BU15 teams were victorious at the Urban Team
Nationals, and CitySquash had finalists in seven
of the eight divisions contested at the Urban
Individual Nationals. Lizbeth Barroso, Jesse
Brew, Tyla McKenzie, Joana Pacheco, and
Dylan Ram were all crowned Urban Individual
National Champions. Other team members
who captured individual tournament titles
last season include Caleb Boateng, Anthony
D’Egidio, and David Michaca.
CitySquash was also well represented
in the college varsity squash ranks. Thirteen
CitySquash team members competed in the 2016
College Squash National Team Championships
held at Yale University—more than any other
urban squash program. Notably, Darrius
Campbell, now a senior at Bates, earned his
second All-NESCAC Team selection while
also being recognized as the Harrow Sports
Player of the National Tournament for his
outstanding performance. Additionally, Andrew
Cadienhead competed at the #4 position for
Middlebury College and helped his team reach a
top-16 national ranking—the school’s best-ever

things such as boarding school transitions and
career guidance.
Seventh grader Caleb Boateng recently
summed up the mentor relationship perfectly.
“The most important and effective people impact
you in such a way that your life is never the
same. My mentor Gray Huffard and his mother
have become some of the most important people
in my life, shaping it in ways that I could have
never imagined.”

Above Andrew Hilboldt receives
the Mentor of the Year Award
from his mentee, Diego Lazaro.
Left Monica Yordan and Nina
LaBarre collaborate with their
mentees Sachary Rodriguez and
Sherlyn Puma to create uplifting
notes for children with medical
challenges.

Below CitySquash college graduates reunite
at the Bash (L to R): Criselys Polanco,
Manuela Perez, Lanique Rhyne, Edgardo
Gonzalez, and Bogar Avila.
Left Freddy Hernandez is now the Senior
Advertising and Sponsor Relations Manager
at US Squash and Jesse Pacheco is a
Technology Account Manager at Oracle.

result. Andrew finished the season by being
voted captain of the Middlebury squad and is
currently leading the team in his final collegiate
season.
Four other CitySquashers were also tapped
to lead their school teams last year. Cristian
Escalona captained the boys’ team at Episcopal
High School, and Karina Lazaro, Alexandra
Limas, and Joana Pacheco captained the girls’
teams at Tabor Academy, Canterbury School,
and Westover School, respectively.

Above Joana Pacheco
shows off her match score
sheet after winning the GU19
Urban National Title in June.
Left A proud BU13 Team
after becoming Urban
National Champions in
Boston (L to R): Billy
Mendez, Jason Flores, Caleb
Boateng, Alan Lopez, and
Maury Escalona.
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Peer T. Pedersen Jr.

I think of myself as having a dual identity — I currently attend
a private boarding school in Virginia, but I am from the Bronx
and attended public school before coming here. Moving here, I’ve
seen huge, old apartment buildings turn to small brick houses.
I’ve heard loud Bachata music blaring from corner restaurants
fade away into a small, serene community. My blue jeans became
brown and white khakis, and my hooded sweatshirts became
fleeces in the winter and collared shirts in the spring. As the year
went by, I found that I looked the same as everyone else at school,
but yet, I felt no big difference within me. I have asked myself who
I really am countless times, and tried to figure out whether I’m a
private school student or a South Bronx kid. Finally, I realized,
I’m both.

I am very hard-working. Growing up, my first language was
Spanish because my mom is from Atlixco, Mexico and my stepdad is from Totonicapan in Guatemala. Going to school wasn’t
easy at first because I wasn’t fluent in English, but I tried my best
to learn quickly. In my elementary school, they had ESL classes
that I took in second and third grade. I learned English the best
I could by doing the extra work I was given, speaking English
with my friends, and sticking with my work even when I got tired
of practicing. The hard work paid off when I was able to move
out of the ESL classes after third grade, and now I can help my
mom to understand everything that happens. I learned from my
experience in ESL that if you want to be good at something or
achieve a goal, you have to work hard for it.
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Wilderness Club, where
team members are exposed
to survival, first-aid, and
cooking, through project-based
learning.

This past year included many “firsts”
for CitySquash’s Brooklyn program. The
site completed its first full academic year of
operations, saw the opening of the school’s
new Novogratz Center for Athletics which
allows the program and the school to share
nine squash courts, and welcomed 13 new
team members from PAVE Academy, one of
two Brooklyn partner schools.
Over the course of the year, 17 team
members competed in their first tournaments.
Anthony D’Egidio won the BU13 Lifetime
Bronze tournament, Karolina Majewska
earned a GU15 3rd Place finish at the Poly Prep
Bronze, and our Brooklyn BU13 Boys placed 2nd
in the B division at the Urban Team Nationals in
Boston. There were also memorable trips to the
Heights Casino, the Piping Rock Club, and the
Tournament of Champions in Grand Central.
In the classroom, students read Wonder, The
One and Only Ivan and Esperanza Rising, learned
block-based computer coding

STUDENT SPOTLIGHTS

Ben Oliner

February 9

University Club, NYC

Team members excelled in the
classrooms, on the squash courts,
and beyond!

Coco Kim

Spencer Robertson

June 1

INTO
THE WILD

Michael Gantcher

CitySquash JAM

The Bash
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AGE
10

DEONDRE CURRY

LILIANA CHAVEZ

He is in the 5th grade and
was part of the inaugural
class of CitySquashers who
were recruited from PAVE
Academy in Brooklyn.

She is a member of the
6th grade team in the
Bronx and the eldest of
three siblings.

Years in CitySquash 2 • Favorite subject Science because we
get to learn a lot about our universe • Favorite book Wonder by RJ
Palacio • Favorite food Sausage pizza • Hobbies Squash, video
games, drawing • Favorite animal Timberwolf • Would love
to travel to Rome, because a lot of history has happened there
• Wants to be Video game designer • Academic achievement
90% on 4th grade state tests • Squash achievement Learning to
play in a short time and making the CitySquash team. My favorite
shot is the drop shot • Favorite CitySquash trip Going to the
Piping Rock Squash Club and the ice skating rink in Central Park
• Life goal To be financially secure and as intelligent as I can be

AGE
11

CITYSQUASH BY THE NUMBERS

1

Scott Sill

Left Mikey Garcia and
Frankie Pasquariello coax
their fire to life while
camping in Delaware

Left David Paxtor, Boris Mendeleev,
and Pablo Paxtor work together
to design a robotic arm as part of
CitySquash’s STEM curriculum.

Ben Mandel
Josh Schwartz

School Academics who leads the club and is an
Eagle Scout himself, recently elaborated on the
value of the outdoor experience. “Wilderness
Club has proven to be an excellent practice in
preparing our team members for the future.
By dropping kids into an environment and
situations that are essentially foreign to them,
they, as a group, have to solve problems and
think through things that are near impossible
to anticipate. From a teaching perspective it
is about as differentiated, collaborative, and
interdisciplinary as you can get, not to mention a
whole lot of fun!”
Wilderness Club participants also had
the opportunity to impart their newfound
knowledge on the rest of the team when over
100 CitySquashers gathered in Lake Placid at
the end of August for our annual team-building
retreat. Team members bonded over campfires
and reveled in the natural beauty atop six
Adirondack peaks!

Above Axel Michaca and
Brandon McKenzie lead
team members on a hike
in the Adirondacks.

Above Angelina Amastal and
Lowasia Murray get their hands dirty
at one of many community service
projects throughout the year.

Years in CitySquash 4 • Favorite subject Math • Favorite books
Matilda & The One and Only Ivan • Hobbies Playing squash,
drawing, and listening to music • Favorite animal Lion • Would
love to travel to Mexico, to see my grandparents • Hero My
mom because she helps me remember everything • Academic
achievement CitySquash Student of the Month • Favorite
CitySquash trip Going to Governor’s Island on a biking trip with
the whole 5th grade • Life goal To become a top professional
squash player

Keith Merrill

through Code.org, and mastered new math skills
thanks to Khan Academy and help from our
dedicated corps of Poly Prep volunteers. Team
members also gave back to the community,
completing over 240 total community service
hours, including fundraising over $1,000 for the
Sloan Kettering Memorial Cancer Center and
DIPG research.
The excitement did not slow down over the
summer. In addition to the five-week CitySquash
day camp at Poly Prep, team members attended
a variety of outside specialty camps. Catherine
Wang earned a scholarship to attend the Miss
Porter’s School Summer Program, Jesus Fierro
and Lowasia Murray traveled to Philadelphia
for the weeklong SquashSmarts Embrace Camp,
and Graciela Lora, Giana McIntosh, Ryan
Gayle, and Amaya Diggs went to sleep-away
camp for the first time at Camp Herrlich in
Patterson, NY. We cannot wait to see what is
in store for our Brooklyn team members
this season!

While CitySquash’s after-school
enrichment was originally focused on helping
our team members improve their foundational
academic skills, we have increasingly expanded
our programming to include hands-on learning
experiences outside of the classroom as well.
One example of this is CitySquash’s newly
formed Wilderness Club, where team members
are exposed to survival, first-aid, and cooking,
through project-based learning.
In its inaugural season, team members
began the year by making shelters and
campfires, and put their new skills to the test
by taking two weekend-long camping trips.
Through these experiences, our students gained
a unique skill-set not readily available to
them in the traditional classroom setting. Colin
Murfree, CitySquash’s Director of Middle
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32

100%

64

Charlotte Steel
Kristin Wadhwa

BOARD OF
ADVISORS
Diana Siebert
Betteridge
Liam Culman
Danielle Ganek

SCHOOL
PLACEMENTS
Congratulations to the below team
members for their successful school
placements from the past year:

Annamaria Giordano
Larry Hilbert
Justin Muzinich
Peter Nicol
Carol Ann Rosado
Elizabeth da
Trindade-Asher

There was much to celebrate on the admissions
front this year as all six of CitySquash’s high school
seniors were accepted to four-year colleges, and
seven other students won scholarships to private
schools. To date, 64 CitySquash team members
have been admitted to private schools and 56 have
gone off to college.

HONORARY
BOARD

PRIVATE SCHOOL
Karla Dominguez

Episcopal High School

Mindy Djindjele

Harlem Academy

Mikey Garcia

Blair Academy

Vanessa Lucero

Pomfret School

Melanie Pestana

Brooks School

Kelsey Tejada

Ethel Walker School

Dainalee Velez

Rectory School

COLLEGE
Jeremy Carrasquillo

Connecticut College

Omar Castelan

SUNY Buffalo State

Cristian Escalona

Hobart & William Smith

Jose Fernandez

St. Lawrence University

Bryson Grant

Utica College

Karina Lazaro

Hobart & William Smith

Tally of Urban National Squash
titles won by CitySquashers,
more than any other urban
squash program.

$20
MM+
in financial aid scholarships
have been awarded to
CitySquash high school and
college students.

high school and college squash
teams have been captained by
a CitySquasher.

94%
of team members have become
gainfully employed within six
months of college graduation.

of CitySquash high school
students have graduated from
high school.

98%
of CitySquash high school
graduates have gone on
to college.

team members have
been admitted to selective
prep schools.

31
college students have
competed for their school’s
varsity squash team.

Ayaan Hirsi Ali

Lanique Rhyne
Volunteer Coordinator

Anne Harrison

Anne Tierney
Operations
& Development
Associate

Joseph M. McShane

Stephen Mandel
Richard Millman
Jonathon Power

Below College-bound
CitySquashers (L to R):
Bryson Grant, Jose
Fernandez, Omar Castelan,
and Jeremy Carrasquillo.

411

67%

Joseph Solanto

Number of squash tournament
entries for CitySquash
team members last season.

of high school graduates have
attended colleges ranked in the
top-100 nationally according to
the U.S. News & World Report.

30
Number of states that
CitySquash has traveled to
with its team members.

4
CitySquashers spent last
summer in Germany as
part of the Green Summer
School Program.

23%

BROOKLYN

14%

COLLEGE

WHERE
THEY ARE

103

10%

53%

BRONX

PRIVATE SCHOOL

Ali shows off his harvest from the
Galluccio Family garden

Founded in 2002, CitySquash serves
204 elementary, middle, high school and
college students. For our participants,
CitySquash is an intensive, year-round
commitment that starts as early as
3rd grade and lasts through college
graduation. Our programming includes
squash, tutoring, mentoring, community
service, travel, high school placement,
college prep, career services and more.

• Graduate from college

• Attend high quality high schools

• Become competitive squash players

101

204

CitySquash Board Member David Ganek and
F&M President Daniel Porterfield congratulate
Cris Margaret Frias on her Bash speech

• Improve their academic performance

• Develop upstanding character

=

TOTAL
ENROLLMENT

Former World #1 James Willstrop gets on court with
CitySquashers at the Tournament of Champions

+

Brooklyn team members take a break
from the action at Urban Team Nationals

FIVE KEY GOALS THAT WE HAVE FOR OUR STUDENTS
ARE THAT THEY:

TEAM MEMBERS

Edwin shares
the results of
his owl pellet
dissection

CitySquash is a not-for-profit youth program based in the
Bronx at Fordham University and in Brooklyn at Poly Prep
Country Day School. We help motivated young people
from economically-disadvantaged households fulfill their
academic, athletic and personal potential.

Chris Fernandez (R) represents the Dominican
Republic at the Pan American Championships

AT A GLANCE

P.O. Box 619
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Bronx, NY 10458
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YEAR IN
REVIEW
Genesis at the Colosseum in Rome as part of
her experience at the Palazzo Strozzi Foundation
Renaissance Summer Program

Elementary schoolers get ready for
Halloween during Activity Club

Diana Edwards becomes the
first CitySquash alum to earn
a Master’s Degree

Brianna, Dalia, Eslin and Lizbeth enjoy the camaraderie at
CitySquash’s annual Lake Placid retreat hosted by the Reiss Family

