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BEYOND THE
OUTER BOROUGHS
For some of our CitySquashers, a journey that began on 187th street in
the Bronx has taken them around the world. Last year, five of our students
traveled to places like Italy, England, Ecuador, and New Zealand.

Our alumni were on the move too. Freddy
Hernandez joined fellow alumnus Chris Fernandez to
represent the Dominican Republic in squash at the PanAmerican Games in Buenos Aires. Freddy credits his love
of exploring new countries and cultures to his first time
out of the country, a CitySquash-led squash tour through
Germany, Spain, and the Netherlands. “I learned how
important it is to be more accepting of different cultures
and ideas,” said Freddy. “The exposure that
CitySquash gives you as a middle school or high
school student is really helpful. Not just for
traveling in the future, but just learning to be
open-minded and seeing what’s out there
in the world.”
Here are some snapshots
and reflections from a few
of this past year’s adventures.

Chimney Corners International Camper
Auckland, New Zealand
“My favorite day of the trip was the day we got
there. Everyone stepped out of the airport in
the early morning light into what seemed like a
different world. We got to see so much in that
first day. I saw not only how different New
Zealand is but also how lucky I was to be
able to travel halfway across the world.”

ANA KELLY

JULIAN WILLMORE

M.A. student in Arts Management
University of Bologna • Bologna, Italy

U.S. Navy • Japan

“Studying and now living abroad is definitely an
experience that has transformed my life. The
people I’ve met and the friendships I’ve made
along the way throughout these years have
not only introduced me to new and exciting
adventures but they’ve also made living
away from my family a little bit easier.”

“My experience in Japan has taught me
about peace, harmony, and an unspoken
respect for others and what they may
be facing in their private lives. I’ve never
felt more at home away from home and
I’ve never felt more like myself. I am proud
of the people and circumstances that
molded me into the sailor I am today.”

CHRIS FERNANDEZ
2017 Pan-American Games
Buenos Aires, Argentina
“Competing at the Pan-American games with
my CitySquash teammate Freddy Hernandez
was a true honor. I’ll never forget giving my
Dominican Republic headband to a little kid
after the opening ceremony. He ran away with
a huge smile after he put it on.”

Since 2002, team members have
visited 14 different countries
on CitySquash-sponsored trips.

PAYING IT
FORWARD

HAVING A BALL!
Hard work and dedicated coaches helped to
bring home more titles.

CitySquash intentionally
creates a culture where
giving back is a shared value
and norm.
From an early age, regular community
service activities are baked into the
yearly programming for CitySquashers.
Whether it is raising money for the
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center,
serving meals at the POTS Soup Kitchen,
or planning a fun run to benefit a local
animal shelter, our team members find joy
in events that benefit their communities.
Student leadership is another area
where team members give something of
themselves. During the school year, our team
captains serve as liaisons between the team
and the staff and lead our weekly meetings.
At our annual retreat to Lake Placid in August,
a new student leadership initiative debuted
as ten student leaders joined staff members
Micah Finkelman and Colin Murfree for an
extra day of planning and leadership training;
the student leaders then led key elements of
the retreat including running the last night’s
campfire. Seth Canales, one of our student
leaders, said of his experience, “I learned how
to deal with certain situations—like if someone
is down, if they don’t want to participate,
if they are angry—and how to communicate
with younger and older students.”

KELSEY TEJADA

One of the benefits of CitySquash’s “inchwide, mile deep” approach is seeing our students
grow up and put into practice the value of
giving back. Jose Alvarez, Freddy Hernandez,
Tanesha Jackson, and Manuela Perez serve as
mentors to our younger team members; Katiria
Sanchez, Kingsley Amoako, Santiago Moran,
Edgardo Gonzalez, and Chris Fernandez
are all full-time staff members at organizations
that work with students on the front lines of
urban squash.
Above Alumna Manuela
Perez with mentee
Fatima Jaquez at the
Terry Fox Run.
Left Brooklyn team
members prepare
lunches for homebound
seniors at the Bay
Ridge Center.

It was another successful year on the
courts for our CitySquash team members. In
the 2016-2017 junior squash season, CitySquash
team members were represented at a total
of 41 tournaments with 427 total tournament
entries—a record for our organization. This
winter, our BU13, GU13 and BU15 teams were
victorious in their respective divisions
at the Urban Team Nationals in Philadelphia.
In June, Lizbeth Barroso, Caleb Boateng,
Hugo Barroso, and Joana Pacheco won their
respective divisions at the Urban Individual
Nationals at Amherst and Williams Colleges,
bringing CitySquash’s tally of Urban National
Titles to 93—a national record.
Our older team members also excelled.
At the collegiate level, nine CitySquash team
members competed for their intercollegiate
varsity teams this winter. Notably, Darrius
Campbell represented Bates this past season
and earned his third All-NESCAC team
selection while finishing his career with a 64%
winning percentage. Additionally, Andrew
Cadienhead served as the senior captain for
Middlebury and earned his second All-NESCAC
team selection. Of CitySquash’s prep school
students, seven played #1 or #2 on their squash
teams this past year and two were
team captains.

Overall, we are most proud of the
improvement that all our team members
showed through consistent and focused effort.
The discipline, commitment, and character
developed by squash training and competition
prepare our team members for life on and off
the court.

Above Hugo Barroso
with his U17 Urban
National Title trophy
in June.
Left Coby Galarza
and Edwin Irala after a
hard fought Elementary
School Closed
Championship Final.
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IN
THEIR
OWN
WORDS
Excerpts from Admissions Essays

Kim Huchro,
President

An Urban Youth
Enrichment Program

Nick Burgin
Silvia Campo
Buzz Doherty

www.citysquash.org

William Douglass

Mailing Address

Teri Galluccio

P.O. Box 619
Fordham Station
Bronx, NY 10458

David Ganek
Michael Luskin

718.220.7400 (office)
718.220.7639 (fax)

Gerry Murray

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Peter Nicol
Jerry Ouderkirk

I will always be a Puerto Rican girl from the Bronx, but that is
only a small part of who I am. CitySquash has filled in so many
of the gaps that my family could not have provided me and that
school never would have taught me. A CitySquash staff member
once told me that CitySquash doesn’t do everything for us, but
merely gives us the information we need to become successful.
The Bronx is a borough that is perceived as a place where people
cannot make it very far, and CitySquash has helped me make
sure that I don’t fall into this stereotype.

My trip made me realize that I have so much to be grateful
for. After a long day of classes, children my age in Mexico go
straight to the fields to help their families. I am able to focus
more on my education and have free time to enjoy… I did not
know how different life was for my parents growing up in
Mexico until I saw it myself. I am so thankful that they chose
to move to the U.S. and now understand how big of a decision
that was. They came here for a better life and future for me
and my sister, and I want to prove it was worth it by going to
a good school and being successful. I want to pay them back
for everything they have done for me, and I will start by never
taking anything for granted.

Palmer Page
Julia Pershan
Gillian Steel
Laura Trevelyan
Jeffery P. Wiegand

MS 45

Brooklyn Racquet
Ceremony
December 19
Poly Prep Country
Day School

Urban Team
Nationals
January 19–21
NYC

On appreciating the
sacrifices her family
has made for her

9TH GRADE AT WESTOVER SCHOOL

December 8–11

December 14

On forging an identity
and overcoming
stereotypes

FRESHMAN AT ST. LAWRENCE UNIVERSITY

Brian Walsh

CitySquash
Talent Show

ELIZABETH
BARROSO

Ben Mandel

Briggs Cup
Apawamis Club, Rye

BIANCA
TROCHE

Tim Wyant

BROOKLYN
BOARD
Buzz Doherty,
Chair
Elyse Douglas
William Douglass

Mike Gantcher
Rachel Hines
Stephanie Ingrassia
Peter Kelly
Ben Oliner
Jerry Ouderkirk
Meredeth Quick

February 8

Spencer Robertson

MI-5, NYC

Carla Shen
Laura Trevelyan

AGE
12

DAVID PAXTOR

RUBEN AMADOR

He is in the 7th grade at
P.S./I.S. 163 in Brooklyn.
Along with his twin
brother Pablo, he loves to
make everyone laugh.

He is in the 4th grade at
P.S. 205 in the Bronx and
loves to draw.

Joined CitySquash 2014

Joined CitySquash 2016

Favorite Subject Gym

Favorite Subject Math
Favorite Books Justice League Legion of Doom and The Dreamer

Favorite Food Pizza

Favorite Food Spaghetti that my mom makes

JUNIOR
BOARD

Favorite Animal Dog

Favorite Animal Husky

Would love to travel to Washington state, where my cousins live

Would love to travel to Australia to see kangaroos

Courtney Burdette,
Co-Chair

Wants to be (when he grows up) A skydive instructor

Wants to be (when he grows up) A builder

Hero My mom

Hero My sister because we play well together…and Batman

Sarah Hall,
Co-Chair

Academic Achievement Getting good grades last year

Academic Achievement Moving up a level in my reading

John Beam

Squash Achievement Beating my teammate and friend
Boris for the first time

Squash Achievement Swinging better at my forehands
and backhands

Alexandra Boillot
Program Director,
Bronx

Courtney Bogle

Favorite CitySquash trip Lake Placid

Favorite CitySquash trip Liberty Science Center

Life Goal To graduate from college and then be done with school!

Life Goal To meet LeBron James

Peter Feldman
Director of Strategic
Initiatives

Katie Harrison

University Club, NYC

CITYSQUASH
STAFF
Terence Li
Executive Director

Robert Galluccio
Program Director,
Brooklyn
Sarah Allen
Director of Placement

Lauren Chu

Keith Merrill
Carly Roddy
Elizabeth Schetman
Josh Schwartz
Scott Sill
Charlotte Steel

Chris Fernandez
Director of Squash

BOARD OF
ADVISORS

Annie Ferreira
Program Associate

Liam Culman

Micah Finkelman
Director of Elementary
School Academics

Annamaria Giordano

Raheem Logan
Squash Coordinator,
Brooklyn
Colin Murfree
Director of Middle
School Academics

all-girls tournament and day of programming
at Mt. Holyoke, and the Nicol Champions
Academy Squash and Leadership Program,
helped students explore what it truly means to
be a student-athlete.
The staff was excited to see growth in
confidence translate onto the court and in the
classroom. Angelina and Ashanti Amastal,
two Brooklyn team members (and twins!)
who participated in many of these events,
reflected on their renewed sense of confidence
and gratitude during a speech at The Bash:
“We are grateful for the opportunities through
CitySquash. Our goal is to show the world that
women can do anything!”

Above Dainalee Velez
and Giselle Ciriaco
are all smiles at the
Lake Placid Wilderness
Retreat.

Many thanks are once again due to the
strong partnerships that form the foundation
for our early success: facility partner Poly
Prep Country Day School and school partners
P.S./I.S. 163 and PAVE Academy. On the court,
our team members showed rapid improvement
through hard work, best exemplified when
the BU13 Brooklyn team of Jaiden Sosa, Randy
Guzman, Dominik Budny, Jesus Fierro,
and Pablo Paxtor surprised many to win
their division at the Urban Team Nationals
in Philadelphia! Our team members also
benefitted from a unique partnership with
Nicol Champions Academy that further
strengthened their technique and fitness.
In the classroom, the team was hard at
work reading books such as Chew on This and
The One and Only Ivan, launching rockets and
making volcanoes during hands on STEM
projects, and improving their grades. The
annual Spring Enrichment Tour took a group
of 12 students to D.C. and Virginia, where
students visited the National Mall, toured
Monticello, and worked out at the University
of Virginia’s new squash center. This past
summer, students participated in a full day
camp at Poly Prep, and a few team members

expanded their horizons through extra travel
opportunities: Catherine Wang and Lowasia
Murray were selected to attend the NUSEA
Squad training camp at Stanford University,
Angelina Amastal and Karolina Majewska
attended the Lawrenceville School’s Summer
Scholars program, and Kimberly Javier and
Nevaeh Spencer attended their first ever
summer sleep-away camp at Camp Herrlich
in Patterson, NY.

Above Catherine Wang and Pablo
Paxtor at the inaugural Battle of
Brooklyn fundraising event.
Below Brooklyn team members pose
for the camera after a friendly match
at the Heights Casino.

Left Nicole Lara along
with Bianca Troche,
last year’s High School
Captain, continue to be
great role models for
our younger students.

CITYSQUASH BY THE NUMBERS

1

93

34

100%

67

Gray Huffard

Giustina Charbonneau
Director of High School
Academics & College
Prep

Alex Janzen
Academic Coordinator,
Brooklyn

CitySquash’s newest site continued to shine
in its second full academic year.

AGE
9

Favorite Books Wonder by R.J. Palacio

May 31

Thanks in part to a grant from the
Women’s Sports Foundation GoGirlsGo!
Initiative, CitySquash organized targeted
programming and special events around
themes like empowerment, body image,
nutrition, and communication. In particular,
our Girls Nights, where discussion was paired
with an all-female practice, were particularly
effective at creating new spaces for safe
exploration and growth.
As usual, trips and special events were
quite popular. In the fall, six team members
attended the Poly Prep Women in Science
and Engineering (WISE) conference, a day
of workshops to spark interest in STEM and
showcase the many different paths women
can take within the fields of science and
engineering. This summer, a group was
invited to hear pioneering female athlete Billie
Jean King speak on the theme “Nevertheless,
She Persisted” before a World Team Tennis
match featuring U.S. Open champion Sloane
Stephens. Finally, squash opportunities like
the NUSEA Girls Excellence Initiative, an

STUDENT SPOTLIGHTS

Jean Ervasti

THE BROOKLYN BEAT

Female team members explore
how gender, sports, academics,
and leadership intersect.

Adam Dresher

CitySquash JAM

The Bash

GIRL
POWER

Madeleine Sullivan

Danielle Ganek
Larry Hilbert
Justin Muzinich

SCHOOL
PLACEMENTS
Fourteen more CitySquashers join the
private school and college ranks.
There was much to celebrate on the admissions front this
year as all nine of CitySquash’s high school seniors were
accepted to four-year colleges, and five other students won
scholarships to private schools. To date, 67 CitySquash team
members have been admitted to private schools and 65 have
gone off to college. Congratulations to our team members
for their successful school placements from the past year!

Tally of Urban National Squash
titles won by CitySquashers,
more than any other urban
squash program.

PRIVATE SCHOOL
Elizabeth Barroso

Westover School

Carmelia Carter

Tabor Academy

Maury Escalona

Eaglebrook School

Alex Lorenzo

Mercersburg Academy

Leo Lucero

Rectory School

COLLEGE
Carlen Basdeo

CUNY York College

Billy Fleurima

SUNY Buffalo State

Genesis Lara

Mount Holyoke College

Nicole Lara

Mount Holyoke College

Alexandra Limas

St. Lawrence University

Carol Ann Rosado

Antonio Mendez

Canisius College

Elizabeth da
Trindade-Asher

Joana Pacheco

Hobart & William Smith Colleges

Maria Serrano

Marist College

Bianca Troche

St. Lawrence University

HONORARY
BOARD
Ayaan Hirsi Ali

Bryan Patterson
Director of Squash

Anne Harrison

Anne Tierney
Operations &
Development Associate

Joseph M. McShane

Stephen Mandel
Richard Millman
Jonathon Power
Joseph Solanto

Left College-bound
CitySquashers Alexandra
Limas and Maria Serrano
celebrate their high school
graduations from Canterbury
and Taft alongside their
proud moms.

$20
MM+
in financial aid scholarships
have been awarded to
CitySquash high school and
college students.

112
academic enrichment, outdoor,
or squash camp spots were
secured this past summer for
team members.

high school and college squash
teams have been captained by
a CitySquasher.

92%
of team members have become
gainfully employed within six
months of college graduation.

72%
of high school graduates have
attended colleges ranked in the
top-100 nationally according to
the U.S. News & World Report.

of CitySquash high school
students have graduated from
high school.

98%
of CitySquash high school
graduates have gone on
to college.

1,650
miles biked from Seattle to
San Diego by Squash Director
Bryan Patterson and five other
CitySquashers.

team members have
been admitted to selective
prep schools.

35
college students have
competed for their school’s
varsity squash team.

4
alumni serve as mentors
to current CitySquash team
members.

23%
21%

BROOKLYN
BROOKLYN

16%
14%

COLLEGE

WHERE
THEY ARE
8%
10%

53%

BRONX
BRONX
55%

PRIVATE
SCHOOL
PRIVATE
SCHOOL

214

TOTAL
ENROLLMENT

Joannes and Cristian catch
their breath on their way up
Mt. Jo in the Adirondacks.

Founded in 2002, CitySquash serves
214 elementary, middle, high school and
college students. For our participants,
CitySquash is an intensive, year-round
commitment that starts as early as
3rd grade and lasts through college
graduation. Our programming includes
squash, tutoring, mentoring, community
service, travel, high school placement,
college prep, career services and more.

• Graduate from college

• Attend high quality high schools

• Become competitive squash players

109

=

High schoolers atop the Green
Monster at Fenway Park.

• Improve their academic performance

• Develop upstanding character

105

+

Juan gets to meet with
Mayor Bill de Blasio.

FIVE KEY GOALS THAT WE HAVE FOR OUR STUDENTS
ARE THAT THEY:

TEAM MEMBERS

Biby and Antonio get ready
to discuss The Dreamer at
CitySquash Reads.

CitySquash is a not-for-profit youth program based in the
Bronx at Fordham University and in Brooklyn at Poly Prep
Country Day School. We help motivated young people
from economically-disadvantaged households fulfill their
academic, athletic and personal potential.

Jesse and Caleb celebrate
CitySquash’s 15th Anniversary
with World #11 Amanda Sobhy.

AT A GLANCE

P.O. Box 619
Fordham Station
Bronx, NY 10458
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YEAR IN
REVIEW
Joana celebrates her Westover
graduation with her longtime
mentor, Charlotte Steel.

Kimberly, Jayleen and Allison show
off their freshly-picked apples.

Nikayla and Nevaeh soak
in the holiday atmosphere
on the rink at Bryant Park.

Kingsley at his St. Lawrence graduation
surrounded by his siblings, all of whom
are CitySquashers themselves.

Giselle atop Chimborazo
volcano in Ecuador.

