
College 
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CitySquash hits new milestone on the eve of its 20th anniversary.
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CREATIVITY IN THE 
VIRTUAL WORLD
During weeks off from school last year, 
team members selected from an array 
of elective sessions on a daily basis. 
Options included Photoshop editing, 
coding, creative writing, virtual museum 
tours, arts projects, and more!

RECLAIMING THE “T”
Our team members are doubling  
down on court to take their games  
to the next level! They are traveling  
to tournaments and taking skills  
tests in both fitness and squash 
to better direct their training and 
improvement as the year goes on.

TRIPS & TRAVEL
Community service and cultural outing 
trips have resumed, with Fridays 
designated for field trips during summer 
camp. Team members also participated 
in a week of trips before going back 
to school. Trips included the Queens 
County Fair, Bronx Zoo, and a service 
day with Bronx River Alliance.

Left Kingsley (St. Lawrence ’17) lives in 
South Carolina with his family and is the 
Kids on Point Athletic Director.

Below Genesis graduated from Mt. 
Holyoke College in the spring, becoming 
a first-generation college graduate.

This month, CitySquash will hit the 
milestone of having 50 team members who 
have successfully completed the entire 
CitySquash journey that culminates in their 
receiving college diplomas. For most team 
members, college graduation is the capstone of 
an 11–14 year CitySquash journey that begins 
in elementary or middle school. Many of our 
graduates have been the first in their families 
to earn college diplomas, and 94% of our 
program alumni are first-generation graduates. 
Ninety-three percent of CitySquash high school 
graduates have earned a B.A. in six years or  
less as compared to the national average of just 
24% for students from low-income families.

While college graduation marks the end 
of our students’ official “CitySquash team 
member” status, it marks the beginning of 
another journey. CitySquash alums have 
spread out across the country and world, 
working in a range of industries. Many 
alums have chosen to work in the non-profit, 
education or squash industries, underscoring 
the virtuous cycle of giving that becomes 

Back in Action
Team members return to courts and classrooms after 
over a year on Zoom.

IN-PERSON SUMMER CAMP
Students reunited for CitySquash’s summer 
camp in the Bronx and Brooklyn. Daily 
camp routines included squash, academics, 
outdoor games, and high school and 
college prep. Thanks to the above-
mentioned new facility partners along with 
Jonas Bronck Academy and StreetSquash 
for being so generous with their space!

INDUSTRIES 
WHERE 
ALUMNI 
WORK

10
Alumni are married 
or engaged

4
Alumni have 
kids today

12
Alumni have 
received a post-
grad degree

entrenched in the character of our team 
members during their time in the program. 
Nine alums currently work for organizations 
that are part of the Squash + Education 
Alliance (SEA). Edgardo Gonzalez, SEA’s 
Director of Squash, says, “my experiences at 
CitySquash have fueled my passion for creating 
opportunities and experiences for students 
from similar backgrounds.” Similarly, Senior 
Squash Director at StreetSquash, Katiria 
Sanchez, says, “I do my best to offer the same 
opportunity to the kids I work with to fall in 
love with the game the same way I did.”

One of the most heartwarming elements 
of CitySquash’s alumni network is seeing how 
tightly-knit it remains after all these years. 
This past summer, the CitySquash Alumni 
Board organized a reunion in New York City 
that brought together alums from across the 
country, with one traveling from as far as 
South Carolina to attend! We look forward to 
watching the alumni community continue 
to grow, and to celebrating all their future 
accomplishments and milestones.

50 70% New York

6% Pennsylvania

4% California

4% Connecticut

4% Florida

4% Illinois

4% South Carolina

2% Madrid

2% Texas

WHERE  
ALUMNI 
LIVE  
TODAY
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After 16 months of virtual programming, the CitySquash team was thrilled to return to in-person 
programming in July for CitySquash’s five-week summer camp. While some team members were still 
able to get on court intermittently during the 2020–2021 school year, the majority of team members 
had not set foot on a squash court since March 2020.

We would like to commend the staff on their creativity and flexibility, and the team members 
on their dedication and grit throughout the months of virtual programming. Staff led elective classes 
in place of Spring Enrichment Tours, virtual competitions were contested in place of Black & Orange 
field day, and mentors and mentees took part in weekly game nights. Despite the fun had on Zoom, 
team members are relieved to be back on court. Elementary school team member, Luxe, summed it up 
perfectly when she said, “squash is so much more fun than Zoom!”

Our team members are now making up for the lost time on court and acclimating to new program 
routines, like traveling to White Plains, Mamaroneck, and Brooklyn Heights for squash court access. 
We are deeply grateful to a new slate of facility partners — Eastern Athletic Club, New York Sports 
Club White Plains, The Heights Casino, and Westchester Squash — for making our squash 
programming possible, and to all the other clubs who have opened their doors to us over the last year 
and a half. With their help, the CitySquash team is back and could not be more excited about it!
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Student Spotlights

Years in CitySquash: 4

Favorite Subject: History

Favorite Book: The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer

Favorite Food: Chinese food 

Hidden Talent: I’m a really good visual artist

Would Love to Travel to: Italy 

What I Love About Brooklyn: The people, the diversity, and 
the views. Brooklyn is beautiful. 

Hero: My first squash coach, Raheem Logan, because he 
taught me that I’m capable of great things.

Academic Achievement: Persevering during remote learning 
and improving my grades

Athletic Achievement: Playing in SEA Team Nationals in 2020

Favorite CitySquash Trip: Camping in Lake Placid during the 
Team Retreat

Life Goal: To have a career and a good life with family

Favorite Part of Playing Squash Again: Seeing old friends and 
team members from other schools

Something CitySquash Has Taught Me: That being thoughtful 
is important in order to become a good teammate and person 

Terlyn Montas
He is in the 5th grade 
at P.S. 205 in the Bronx 
and his infectious energy 
always readies him  
for the next challenge.

Lindyn Morocho
She is in the 8th grade  
at PAVE Academy  
Charter School in  
Brooklyn, cares for her 
teammates, and is  
fiercely competitive.

In Their Own Words
Excerpts from Admissions Essays

10TH GRADE AT TABOR ACADEMY

The advice that has made the biggest impact on my life came  
from my mother, “No desperdicies oportunidades,” which means 

“don’t waste opportunities” in Spanish. My mother’s advice  
taught me to try new things in life, have an “all in” mentality, and 
to not give up easily when things get hard. When I was accepted 
to CitySquash, I participated in everything the program offered. 
Her advice helped me when I arrived at Fessenden and wanted  
to leave because I was feeling homesick. My mother told me it was 
a once-in-a-lifetime educational opportunity and that I shouldn’t 
throw it away… I actually loved it a lot. I met people from around 
the world, played squash every day, and made strong connections 
with my teachers, which made me want to continue my education 
at a boarding school.

FRESHMAN AT LEHMAN COLLEGE

I finally started to feel in control of my own life again. I thought 
about everything I had been through and how I would never 
again need anyone else to believe in me because I already 
believed in myself. Junior year, instead of stressing over my past 
mistakes, I used them as motivation. I asked questions in class, 
went to tutoring sessions, and stayed for extra help during my 
free periods. I made the honor roll. When the pandemic hit,  
I didn’t let that stop me. My grades kept improving and by the 
end of the year, I won an internship and became a teacher’s 
assistant. I don’t accept other people’s doubts anymore. I am 
more determined than ever to reach my goals. Life can keep 
raining on me if it wants, but…while most people hate the  
rain, I dance in it.

Fatima Hernandez
On finding her  
self-confidence  
and motivation

Pablo Paxtor
On learning to 
make the most  
of opportunities

AGE  
9

AGE 
12

Right Leo hones his 
writing skills with one of 
The Writing Revolution 
lessons during an 
academic session.

Since piloting a class called 
Fundamentals in 2018 designed 
to focus on bolstering students’ 
core academic skills, the CitySquash 
curriculum has continued to expand 
to encompass new initiatives in math, 
reading, and writing. 

Years in CitySquash: 2

Favorite Subject: Reading

Favorite Book: Smile by Raina Telgemeier

Favorite Food: Burgers and rice 

Hidden Talent: I have a growth mindset and can use big words

Would Love to Travel to: Bahamas

What I Love About the Bronx: The Bronx can be very calm but 
also very loud. I love that it changes.

Hero: My mother

Academic Achievement: I read 15 books last year. I’m always 
looking for new ones!

Athletic Achievement: I can run really well and came in second 
in my class when we did the beep test this month.

Favorite CitySquash Trip: Little Island

Life Goal: To become a Police Officer and learn to rock climb

Favorite Part of Playing Squash Again: Getting to use my 
racquet and practicing my swing

Something CitySquash Has Taught Me: Believe in your dreams

As of this fall, a new writing curriculum — The Writing 
Revolution (TWR) — has been adopted program wide. TWR is a 
curriculum for students of all ages, and the goal is for students 
to advance each year through a progressive learning plan that 
will culminate in their becoming strong writers by the time they 
graduate. Director of Middle School Academics, Morgan Solender, 
says, “not only has this curriculum strengthened the basic writing 
skills of all of our students but also it has created a common language 
around writing that allows us to easily apply it across subjects.” 

Students are spending an increased amount of time working 
on math skills as well. From basic decimal and fraction work for our 
elementary school students to Algebra 2 and Geometry for our high 
schoolers, the result is weekly math work that bolsters academic 
proficiency and school performance. Says middle schooler Cielo, 
CitySquash is “way more [than just a sport]. CitySquash has helped 
me learn new stuff academically and helped me with my grades  
and homework. Thank you, CitySquash!”

Putting the “Fun” 
in Fundamentals
Academic curriculum places a renewed 
emphasis on foundational skills through  
new writing and math curriculum.

https://citysquash.org
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Above Alan, Elizabeth, and Anthony 
proudly sport their new college gear.

high school and college 
squash teams have been 
captained by a CitySquasher.

of team members have become 
gainfully employed within six 
months of college graduation.

successful school placements 
to selective independent 
schools have been earned  
by CitySquashers.

of CitySquash high school 
graduates have gone on  
to college.

students have competed at the 
collegiate level since 2002.

in financial aid scholarships  
have been awarded to 
CitySquash high school  
and college students.

105

55

49

of high school graduates  
have attended colleges rated 

“most” or “highly” competitive 
by Barron’s.

92%

alumni serve as mentors  
to current CitySquash team 
members.

of CitySquash high school 
students have graduated from 
high school.

100%

SEA National Squash Titles have 
been won by CitySquashers, a 
national record.

1101

97%

63% 9
hours of extracurricular 
programming were offered in 
the 2020–2021 school year.

hours of summer programming 
were dedicated to  
social-emotional learning.

62

100

Despite the ever-increasing 
number of applications nationwide, 
CitySquash team members 
persevered and prevailed, racking 
up an impressive list of independent 
high school and college admissions 
acceptances. Eight high school seniors 
graduated with college acceptances, 
and seven of the eight matriculated 
to four-year colleges. Three of these 
students will suit up for their varsity 
squash teams, and two of them 
together at Colby College! Including 
this year’s class, CitySquash has had 
55 college players in its history, with 
13 of them having been elected to 
serve as Captain of their teams. At the 
high school level, six students gained 
admission to independent high schools. 
For the first time, a CitySquash student 
was accepted to the White Mountain 
School, and CitySquash’s second 
student entered the Kent School.

COLLEGE

Elizabeth Barroso Colby College

Anthony Cruz SUNY New Paltz

Roberto Cruz SUNY Oswego

Fatima Hernandez Lehman College

Dalia Hipolito Borough of Manhattan
 Community College

Alan Lopez Colby College

Xitlaly Santos Lehman College

Dainalee Velez Bates College

PRIVATE SCHOOL

Ashanti Amastal Loomis Chaffee School

Jesus Fierro Trinity-Pawling School

Randy Guzman Berkshire School

David Paxtor White Mountain School

Pablo Paxtor Tabor Academy

Aaliyah Sampson  Kent School

James Vasquez Indian Mountain School

CitySquash By The Numbers

The 2020–2021 school year was marked by 
numerous awards and accolades for CitySquash team 
members. Sixteen college students secured summer 
internships and jobs in different industries ranging 
from finance to politics to squash. Connecticut 
College senior, Billy Fleurima, interned at UBS in 
their Sales & Trading Department, and was thrilled  
to receive a full-time offer. Billy says he is “very lucky  
to be able to work with such tremendous individuals  
at a place where I can continue to learn and grow.”

Despite most college squash teams not being 
able to compete last season, CitySquash had a 
record 17 players who were on varsity college 
lineups. Three of those players made the 
College Squash Association Scholar-Athlete 
List—Genesis & Nicole Lara Granados (Mt. 
Holyoke College ’21) and Luigi Pasquariello 
(Connecticut College ’22). Genesis said the 
accomplishment was the “best way to 
combine the most important components 
of my college experience.”

College freshman Alan Lopez and 
high school freshman Eric Garcia won 
two of Squash + Education Alliance’s 
major year-end awards, the Tyler 
Griffin Student of the Year Award and 
the Future Star Award, respectively. 
Finally, high school senior Giselle Ciriaco 
was voted Student Body President at 
Suffield Academy, after serving as Class 
President for the previous two years. 
Congratulations to these students and 
all of our team members for their 
many accomplishments during 
this unprecedented time! 

“Being a  
CSA Scholar-

Athlete was  
the best way  

to combine  
the most 

important 
components 

of my college 
experience.”

Above Billy will 
graduate from 
Connecticut College in 
December and join UBS’s 
Execution & Clearing Team.

Above Giselle was 
voted Suffield Academy 
Student Body President 
for her senior year.

When the Going 
Gets Tough, the 
Tough Get Going
Team members amass awards and  
accomplishments despite the difficult year.

New Journeys Abound with 
Another Round of Acceptances

$25M+
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Year in 
Review

Jesus, Gerardo, Janthony, and Gabe show 
off their brand new CitySquash masks.

Luigi (3rd from right) interned with Good 
Morning America this summer and enjoyed his 
moment of fame on air on National Intern Day.

Team members were able to get some 
precious court time last year at places 
like Westchester Squash, StreetSquash, 
Lifetime Athletic, and Heights Casino.

Catherine enjoys  
a day of climbing  
at Brooklyn 
Boulders Gowanus 
during a week off 
from school.

Dainalee won the inaugural 
Casertano Cup at Millbrook School’s 
commencement ceremony in May.

Mariya and Angelina get to catch up after 
their Kent vs. Loomis match last season.

Twins Naila and Jahaira show off 
a plate of cookies made during a 
virtual Baking Club session.

Jesus and Kimberly get ready 
for a summer camp squash 
session at the Heights Casino  
in Brooklyn.

CitySquash Alum Laura is now a Research 
Laboratory Technician with the Chandran 
Lab at Albert Einstein College of Medicine.

Joana plays on the Varsity Squash 
Team at Hobart William Smith with Lark 
Ervasti, a longtime friend of CitySquash.

Pablo, David, and Randy graduated together 
from the Fessenden School in May. They 
now attend White Mountain School, Tabor 
Academy, and Berkshire School, respectively.

CitySquash is a not-for-profit 
youth program based in the Bronx 
and Brooklyn. We help motivated 
and talented young people from 
economically-disadvantaged 
households fulfill their academic, 
athletic, and personal potential.

•  Develop upstanding character

• Improve their academic performance

• Become competitive squash players

• Attend high quality high schools

• Graduate from college

KEY GOALS FOR OUR TEAM MEMBERS

At A Glance

Founded in 2002, CitySquash serves 192 elementary, middle, high school, and college 
students. For our participants, CitySquash is an intensive, year-round commitment that 
starts as early as 3rd grade and lasts through college graduation. Our programming 
includes academic enrichment, squash, mentoring, community service, travel, high school 
placement, college prep, career services, and more.

TEAM MEMBERS

WHERE THEY ARE

BROOKLYN

16%

BRONX

45%

PRIVATE SCHOOL

14%

COLLEGE

25%

48%52%

https://citysquash.org

